East District Representative Mr. McKinnon and Yurok Tribal Council,
 

Since you find it completely acceptable to disrespect your district members as well as members of your very own blood family, by refusing to acknowledge any of my communications, visits to your home, phone calls to your office and cell phones and e-mails, continuously unanswered. But apparently this is the policy of all Council Members. I am sure you feel justified by telling yourself whatever it is that you tell each other.
 

Why you do this behavior to perpetuate the mistrust is the reason 80% of the Tribal membership has no confidence in our Tribal Government. And yet you continue to make no effort to change this. Your seemingly cavalier and pompous attitude toward confrontation or opposition continues to dominate the landscape. Do you think that because of the good you do it justifies or balances out the wrongs that you do?
 

Each and every one of you SWORE an oath, and each and every one of you PROMISED and each and every one of you portrayed yourselves as honest,compassionate and caring, yet not one of you have made any effort to contact me, even though you all know my name. Why is that?
 

I have made every effort to offer my expertise, my assistance and my resources to you, yet you've snubbed me at every step of the way? I have submitted for your use a proposal for Salmon Relief Money Disbursement, which I and many others feel is a viable, functional and equitable manner for distribution of those funds. My efforts received no response from anyone connected with this program with-in the Tribe. I believe this left me with no option but to seek remedy through my Congressional Representatives. They acknowledged my concerns of misappropriation of funds. I will ask you once again to acknowledge my concerns. Are you all willing to subject the Yurok Tribe to the potential future financial scrutiny by Federal Government Agencies?
 

For the last ten years many have worked exceedingly hard to reverse and develop a credible and valuable reputation for our Salmon. And credit goes out tremendously to the past Council's actions and the Fisheries Department for their arduous and continued work to that very end. Now we hear that the Tribe, in it's effort to seize the upcoming Commercial Salmon Season related financial opportunity is considering utilizing an individual, who derogatory reputation is know through-out the entire lower west coast. Not only is this individual a non-Tribal member, he is known for horrible quality fish and unscrupulous business dealings. 
 

I beg you please consider what utilizing that individual will do to our reputation. There are several Tribal members who have value added buyers. This year in particular, we have the opportunity to firmly establish ourselves in the top quality markets.  Why are you willing to sell our fish below market value? Our fish are prized at 4 and 5 star restaurants, yet you allow quick money cannery buyers to convince you otherwise. I pray for the day when what is best in the long term is the rule of the day.
 

In closing, many of you will have family members fishing this year, in hopes of benefiting from the commercial season. I hope that their commitment to improving the reputation of our fishery will not be compromised by the lure of fast money. If any of those persons, known to sell poor quality fish from up river, are allowed to degrade the reputation by attempting to sell poor quality fish, I will trust that your punishment will set an example for all others to follow. Without exception.
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