Adam,
I just read your story "Intoxication suspected in capsizing"
For what it's worth, the real criminal is the 911 Operator and the Del Norte County Sheriff's Department. I am one of the guys that was there, I called 911, I got the busy signal at the Sheriff's Office, I was the one "they" hung up on, I was one of the guys who watched in horror as the bow line got caught in the motor prop and the river current swept the boat down the chute and into the breakers. 

As a former EMT-Paramedic in Sacramento, I know the Emergency Response System. Appearently Del Norte County 911 Operater thought "Mouth of the Klamath" meant the town of Klamath. Because 20 minutes after the first 911 call, while doing CPR on your "unidentified woman", we watched the first responding officer drive down the highway towards the townsite, then pull over at Chinook RV Park before heading to the Requa boat ramp.

Also just as appearent, is the attitude of the Del Norte Sheriff's Office about having to respond to an incident on the Reservation. Whether it's pompousness of jurisdiction or bloated arrogance toward Yurok Tribal Public Saftey Officers, something needs to change.

The Yurok Tribal Public Saftey Officers live on site and could have had a rescue boat at the scene in no more than twelve minutes. But they were never called. Instead, Del Norte County Sheriff's chose to go down to their boat yard and get their boat in Cresent City. Thus taking at least 20 minutes before they even leave Cresent City. Next, the travel time down the highway to Requa boat Ramp. Another 30 to 35 minutes. My question is this, why didn't the 911 call alert and request the Yurok Public Safety Officers to respond. Who is resposible for that decision?

And the disgusting response from Bill Steven, what is the head of the Jail doing responding to a water rescue? His attitude towards local Natives is no secret, but I guess he felt put out by having to respond to an incident in Klamath and by God somebody is going to have to pay for it. And I guess he felt he was beyond admonishment by the fact that when Rose was telling him so, he had her arrested as well. 

I helped pull Mr. Charles limp body from the breakers and carry him up the beach. As well as the woman I knew only as Trudy. Who did not "nearly" die, but who was brought back from dead by the CPR initiated but a passionate young man I knew only as Leonard. Despite Leonard's belief that help would soon be there, it never came. All first responder training, states, call 911, initiate CPR and wait for help to arrive. What happens when the help never comes?

I wish you could listen to the 911 tapes and hear for yourself what a disaster the 911 operater and sheriff's department allowed to happen. I beg you as a journalist, as someone who can expose this disgraceful and potentially deadly behavior, PLEASE investigate it. ASK the questions they don't want anyone to know. 

And for God's sake give the credit and accumen to the "REAL" heros, that were down there on the beach, chest deep in the crashing waves, risking their lives, not because they get paid to but because that's another human being out there that needs my help.

