Draft Overview of Fall 2010 Yurok Tribal Commercial Fishery

By:  Desma Williams
Summary of Harvest

Fall Season

As of November 30, the Yurok Tribe had harvested approximately 26,363 fall Chinook salmon of the 27,686 fall Chinook allocation.  During the fall season, we additionally harvested an estimated 695 spring Chinook salmon (based upon coded wire tag recoveries).  The fall Chinook harvest by area is presented in Table 1.
Table 1.  Fall Chinook salmon harvest by area on the Yurok Reservation, 2010.

	Area
	Estimated Fall Chinook Harvest
	Estimated Fall Chinook Commercial Harvest
	Estimated Spring Chinook Commercial Harvest

	Estuary
	21,745
	15,199
	258

	Mid-Klamath (101 bridge – Surper Creek)
	1,911
	86
	0

	Up-Klam (Surper Creek – Weitchpec area
	2,706
	0
	0

	Total
	26,363
	15,285
	258


Commercial Fishery Harvest/Season Structure

The primary commercial fishery was held from August 22 – September 4, 2010.  Fishing was permitted from 10:00 a.m. through midnight, Friday through Tuesday.  During this fishery, fish could be sold to any buyer under the Find Own Market (FOM) fishery, or to one of the two commercial buyers at Requa.   Three hundred thirty-eight fishers sold to the Requa buyers and 59 sold fish under the FOM option.  Forty-two of those FOM fishers also sold to the Requa buyers.  The Requa buyers purchased 11,803 fish, and 2,640 were sold by FOM fishers, 82 of which were Mid-Klam fish.  The elders program purchased 1,100 fish.
The 2010 Harvest Management Plan allocated 14,386 fall Chinook to the commercial fishery, with an additional 1000 fish to be purchased by the Tribe for distribution to elders.  Elders’ fish were purchased between August 1 and August 18 and again on September 5.  The fishery was closed from August 18 through August 21. 
The Tribe sold approximately 15,543 chinook salmon during the commercial fishery; 15,285 of these fish were fall Chinook and the other 258 were spring Chinook salmon that entered the estuary during early August.  This includes fish purchased for the Elder’s program.
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Figure 1.  Daily harvest in the Yurok estuary fishery, 2010.  
Economic Overview of Fishery
Revenue Received

Tribal members’ gross revenue for fresh sales during the main 2010 commercial fishery was approximately $853,809.  An additional 195 fish were permitted to be smoked and later sold, however we do not have an estimated value for these fish.  Find Own Market prices ranged from $4.00/lb to $7.00/lb (average price $4.78), while prices at the Requa buying station ranged from $3.75/lb to $4.35/lb (average price $4.08).

Demographics of the Commercial Fishery
The distribution of revenue between the Tribal Districts from the commercial fishery is illustrated in Figure 2.  While 509 fishers certified this year, only 355 actually sold fish.
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Figure 2.  Revenue by District during the Yurok fall 2010 commercial fishery.

Figure 3 illustrates the number of Fishers which sold a quantity of fish within a particular range.  For example, 177 Fishers sold 20 fish or less, 71 Fishers sold between 21 and 40 fish, and two Fishers sold more than 400 fish.
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Figure 3.  Number of Fishers that sold fish within represented ranges, 2009 and 2010.

Figure 4 illustrates the number of fishers which earned income within specific ranges during the commercial fishery.  For example, 99 Fishers earned $500 or less, 65 Fishers earned between $500.01 and $1,000, and 12 Fishers earned more than $10,000.  It is likely that some Fishers’ income actually represents what a crew earned, rather than an individual, because one individual may have sold the fish from several people’s efforts.
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Figure 4.  Number of Fishers that received income within specific ranges, 2010.































































� All numbers used in this report are preliminary/draft numbers not to be cited until QA/QC data base procedures have been completed.
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