Draft Overview of Fall 2008 Yurok Tribal Commercial Fishery

By:  Desma Williams

Summary of Harvest

Fall Season

As of October 26, the Yurok Tribe had harvested approximately 20,774 fall Chinook salmon of the 24,952 fall Chinook allocation.  During the fall season, we additionally harvested approximately 300 spring chinook salmon (based upon coded wire tag recoveries).  The fall Chinook harvest by area is presented in Table 1.

Table 1.  Fall Chinook salmon harvest by area on the Yurok Reservation, 2008.

	Area
	Estimated Fall Chinook Harvest
	Estimated Fall Chinook Commercial Harvest
	Estimated Spring Chinook Commercial Harvest
	Estimated Chinook Commercial Harvest

	Estuary
	18,123
	12,329
	323
	12,652

	Mid-Klamath (101 bridge – Surper Creek)
	1,085
	165
	0
	165

	Up-Klam (Surper Creek – Weitchpec area
	1,566
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	20,774
	12,494
	323
	12,817


Commercial Fishery Harvest/Season Structure

A commercial fishery was held from August 1st – September 7th, 2008.  The Tribe sold approximately 12,817 chinook salmon during the commercial fishery; approximately 12,494 of these fish were fall Chinook and the other 323 were spring Chinook salmon that entered the estuary during early August.

The 2008 Harvest Management Plan allocated 10,952 fall Chinook to the commercial fishery, with the realization that additional fish could be rolled over from the subsistence quota if it appeared that they were not going to be caught.  On September 7th, the commercial fishery was shut down at noon, when estimates indicated the commercial quota would be reached.  Because September 6th turned out to be the largest harvest day of the year (Figure 1), the estimated cut-off time was later than necessary to stay within the commercial allocation.  
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Figure 1.  Daily harvest in the Yurok estuary fishery, 2008.  

Economic Overview of Fishery

Revenue Received

Tribal members gross revenue for fresh sales during the 2008 fishery was approximately $984,876.  An additional 165 fish were permitted to be smoked and later sold, however we do not have an estimated value for these fish.  On average, Tribal members received substantially more per pound than during recent Tribal fisheries; Find Own Market prices ranged from $4.00/lb to $8.50/lb (average price $5.17), while prices at the Requa buying station ranged from $3.75/lb to $6.00/lb (average price $4.52).

The relatively high price paid for Yurok salmon during 2008 is partially the result of the depleted status of other West Coast stocks.  The ocean troll fishery was essentially shut down largely because Sacramento fall Chinook, which is the primary stock that typically drives ocean fisheries south of the Columbia River, was in extremely low abundance during 2008.  In addition, the reputation of Yurok salmon has improved over the last few years; largely because of ice being readily available and improved fish handling procedures being followed by Tribal members. 

Demographics of the Commercial Fishery

The distribution of revenue between the Tribal Districts from the commercial fishery is illustrated in Figure 2.  
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Figure 2.  Revenue by District during the Yurok fall 2008 commercial fishery.

Figure 3 illustrates the number of Fishers which sold a quantity of fish within a particular range.  For example, 271 Fishers sold 20 fish or less, 89 Fishers sold between 21 and 40 fish, and one Fisher sold more than 400 fish.
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Figure 3.  Number of Fishers that sold fish within represented ranges.

Figure 4 illustrates the number of fishers which earned income within specific ranges during the commercial fishery.  For example, 151 Fishers earned $500 or less, 70 Fishers earned between $500.01 and $1,000, and 16 Fishers earned more than $10,000.  It is likely that some Fishers’ income actually represents what a crew earned, rather than an individual, because one individual may have sold the fish from several people’s efforts.
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Figure 4.  Number of Fishers that received income within specific ranges, 2008.

Problems/Issues Associated with the Commercial Fishery

As was done following the 2007 commercial fishery, Fisheries Staff recommends that an evaluation of the problems associated with the 2008 commercial fishery occur with the intent of developing measures to minimize these problems in future years.  Such an evaluation should begin with an identification of the primary problems encountered during the recent fishery.  An initial list of the problems includes the following:
� All numbers used in this report are preliminary/draft numbers not to be cited until QA/QC data base procedures have been completed.
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